
DYI Original Odyssey
Print the files double sided and then cut into square cards.

Enjoy and thank you for trying out Original Odyssey  
the beautiful artist puzzle game!
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About Original Odyssey
There is no ‘right’ way to play this game.  

It’s part puzzle, part conversation points,  
part reflection tool, and part imagined play. 

Original Odyssey is a deck of cards  
designed to enhance imagination  

with improvisational play. 

The physical format of a deck of cards is 
intuitive, portable, and easy to share. Un-
like apps and electronic games the cards 
can be brought into a calm creative space, 
without distractions or interruptions, where 
you can focus. Original Odyssey cards are 
different from standard playing cards. They 
are square, 3 by 3 inches, with colorful imag-
es and words. The cards divide equally into 
3 sequential suits of 11 and relate to themes 
of inside, outside, and art. The cards have 
unique illustrations on the back that assem-
ble neatly into a map puzzle. 

Video ideas of what to play  
with Original Odyssey cards on:  
http://originalodyssey.com/play

To play Original Odyssey, a card is drawn 
by a player, who must consider that card. 
The Odyssey begins as the mind searches 
for a past experience or dream recollection 
which relates to the card. The idea is to build 
on that past encounter to form new im-
pressions, new ideas, and new insights that 
can begin a journey of self-realization and 
awareness within the player. When such an 
association occurs, the player records the 
experience on a section of the puzzle map, 
which becomes a personal Original Odys-
sey adventure that can be continued in fu-
ture sessions. To win the game is to cull those 
new ideas and associations from within to 
form new expressions of self.

Imagine you are inventing a product, 
decorating a room, shopping for a new 
car, writing a thank you note or suffering 
from a summer cold. Can you focus in 
your mind’s eye to see what you want to 

create? Imagination is an important factor 
in achieving success in many areas of life 
and Original Odyssey is designed to prac-
tice imagination skills. The ability to clearly 
imagine something can improve with prac-
tice and it is the basic creative skill to help 
you find what you want in your life journey.

Imagination Collaboration Studio  
Book a game with others online  

http://originalodyssey.com/studio/

The game’s light-hearted and fantasy-like 
tone, not only allow players to have fun, it 
also facilitates a high degree of mental stim-
ulation. Played alone Original Odyssey focus-
es imagination, adding a second player turns 
the game towards collaboration, while addi-
tional players expand communication skills. 
This trifecta of imagination, collaboration, 
and communication, coupled with the high-
ly visual/artistic angle of the game, are part 
of the essential functions that can increase 
quality of life and health regardless of a play-
ers’ age or artistic ability.

The imagery used in this game comes from 
a series of digital artwork that spans a four-
year period of time. The style is playful and 
represents the inner child’s creativity and 
freedom. We often hear the key to staying 
sharp includes physical exercise, healthy 
eating, and mental stimulation, but how 
many times has the doctor recommended 
creating art, having fun and playing social 
games?  With the release of a recent May 
Clinic study linking making art to preventing 
cognitive decline, however, we may have 
a new excuse to spend time creating and 
playing games.

Contact play@originalodyssey.com for questions.
www.originalodyssey.com

ORIGINAL

BEAUTIFUL           ARTIST PUZZLE

Play
Collaborate with others  

for new creative ideas to 
spontaneously emerge.
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Visual Instructions

Coloring Puzzle

Three Suites

Game Tip Cards
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Imagine
What do you  

daydream about?
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Improvise
Games are a fun  

way to break the ice  
or spend your free time.
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Play
Collaborate with others  

for new creative ideas to 
spontaneously emerge.
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Win

Record creative  

adventures on these cards  
to customize your deck.
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Outside
A-K 
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Inspire
Game ideas & more on
OriginalOdyssey.com

+ social shares
#chaosodyssey
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THERE IS NO ‘RIGHT’ WAY TO PLAY.
It’s part puzzle, part talking points, 
part reflection tool, & part  
imagined play.

 
 

33 cards 
designed to  

enhance  
imagination &  

improvisational 

creative 
skills. 

VIDEO IDEAS OF HOW TO PLAY  
Original Odyssey are available online:  

originalodyssey.com/play
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